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Remember 
your loved ones 

Give in memory today.

Ensure hope and healing 
live on for those in need 
at St. Boniface Hospital.

Average time of solution 67 minutes 

KING FEATURES SYNDICATE

Answers to puzzles on this page appear on page I11, except where noted

M OST elite sports, whether they 
involve physical or mental abil-
ities, are reserved for young 

people.
A typical Olympic gymnast will call 

it quits in their early 20s. The average 
retirement age for an NBA player is 26, 
while it’s a year older in the NFL and one 
to three years beyond that for profes-
sional hockey.

Professional soccer players retire 
around 35, on average, while you see the 
very occasional example of a pro athlete 
still competing beyond 40.

Even when you consider sports that 
don’t have a physical component, youth 
still dominates. A recent survey showed 
that esports gamers generally withdraw 
from active competition by their mid-
20s.

At elite levels, the world’s best chess 
players tend to be under 35. Many of the 
top prospects in the world are still in 
their teenage years.

But that doesn’t mean players at all 
age levels can’t enjoy and succeed at 
chess. Organizers in Nova Scotia have 
taken that concept to heart, and are host-
ing a unique event this summer called 
Pawn Wise: the Atlantic All Ages Chess 
Festival.

Veteran organizer Roger Langen, who 
is secretary of Chess Nova Scotia, says 
the event has been years in the making. 
It is being supported by a host of private 
companies as well as the Halifax region-
al municipality and the Nova Scotia De-
partment of Seniors.

The event, running from July 29 to 
Aug. 2, features two simultaneous tour-
naments. The first is a Canadian Seniors 
championship, and the other is the first 
Nova Scotia Mayflower Open, which is 
open to all ages.

The seniors’ event is divided into two 
sections: 50 and up and 65 and older. Or-
ganizers have managed to attract some 
high-calibre competition. Veteran inter-
national masters Leon Piasetski, Brian 
Hartman and Jean Hebert will all be in 
the 65+ section. They would have been a 
formidable lineup in any tournament in 

the 1970s, and they have all maintained 
high ratings into their senior years.

In the 50+ section, there are several 
international masters as well. Both sec-
tions will be highly competitive, with 
players drawing on a lifetime of experi-
ence for their games.

Organizers say the festival is the pre-
lude to two ongoing province-wide pro-
jects. Chess Wise will be a program for 
older adults, and Pawn Waves will be 
an after-school chess initiative. With its 
commitment of more than $11,000, the 
provincial Seniors Department sees a 
clear benefit in promoting chess.

Langen, who moved to Nova Scotia in 
2016, is himself an example of how you 
can keep achieving good results in later 
years. He is a seven-time Newfoundland 
champion, having won his first title in 
1969 and his last one in 2018. He also won 
the Nova Scotia Open in 2019.

The Mayflower Open also promises to 
be a strong event, with top billing so far 
going to Grandmaster Eduardas Rozen-
talis of Lithuania. The three-time Lithu-
anian champion has represented his 
country repeatedly in chess Olympiads 
through the years.

For more information on the event, 
check chessns.ca

● ● ●

This week’s problem: Mate in 2 
(Larsen). Solution to last problem: 1.Qa1.

CHESS
CECIL ROSNER
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KenKen
Last Saturday’s Answers

HOW TO PLAY – Fill in the grid so that each row if nine squares, each column of nine 
and each section of nine (three squares by three) contains the numbers 1 through 9
 in any order.  There is only one solution to each puzzle.

Yesterday’s answer
Yesterday’s answer

SUDOKU ADRIAN POWELL              RATING: HARD

Friday’s Word Sleuth Answers

 ● Each row and each column must contain the  
numbers 1 through 6 without repeating.

 ● The numbers within the heavily outlined boxes,  
called cages, must combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target numbers in the 
top-left corners. 

 ● Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.
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